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Links to Policy Context
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Programme for Government (Draft)
“Our children and young people have the best start in life”

COVID-19 has exposed flaws in traditional models and approaches to public 
services, but it has also progressed thinking and practice around new and different 
ways of working. Most importantly, it has demonstrated very clearly that, when it 
comes to putting in place fast and effective responses to challenges and problems, 

governments cannot do it by acting alone. Rather, a whole societal approach is 
needed – an approach which draws together scientific and technical expertise, 
combines it with local knowledge and information about what might work at 

community or individual level, and which uses relevant data to target where need is 
greatest. That means government working across departmental boundaries and the 
wider public sector as well as with partners in other sectors – in local government, 

academia, the private sector, with the community and voluntary sector and beyond.
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Children & Young People’s Strategy
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Independent Review of Education
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A Fair Start
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Expenditure on Remedial Action

• E.g. The annual short-run cost to the 
public sector of late intervention in 
Northern Ireland is estimated at £536 
million per year. This is equivalent to 
£288 for every Northern Ireland resident, 
or £1,166 per child. (Early Intervention 
Foundation, 2018)

• E.g. Cost of Not in Employment, 
Education or Training (NEET) estimated 
to be £134m. (EIF, 2018)

What are the benefits?

Benefits of Investment

• Improved educational outcomes

• Improved rates of employment

• Greater prosperity in local areas

• Improved services

• Improved physical and mental health

• Improved community cohesion

• Safer, happier, thriving communities



06/06/2024 10CONNECTING GLOBALLY SHAPING EDUCATION BUILDING FUTURES UNLOCKING POTENTIAL

When should we start investing?
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What do we need?

- Political support

- Sustained funding

- Policy implementation

- Hard evidence of impact

- ACTION


	Slide 1: Policy Alignment
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11

